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The BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY CHILDREN'S BOOK REVIEW is intended for those who are
interested in learning about recent children's books, particularly teachers and librarians
who select books for young readers .
We are aware, as you are, that a book review is not infallible . Each is the work of
a person trying to evaluate a book objectively, but the final test must be administered by
the individual reader. We hope our efforts will help give both adults and children that
opportunity to experience more books and reach their own conclusions .
REVIEWERS
The reviewers are primarily teachers and librarians who represent all levels of education from the primary grades through college.
GRADE LEVEL
The approximate Trade level of the intended reader is identified in the left margin .
When the reviewer bel eves that a particular book will appeal to a wide range of readers,
no upper limit is indicated. Many books, including some picture books, find a favorable
reader response far beyond the reading level indicated by the vocabulary, treatment of
subject, or format.
RATING SYSTEM
In order to convey quickly the overall quality of a book, a rating is located immediately under the grade level to the left of each review. The explanation of the
ratings are:

*

Exceptional quality or merit. The asterisk is used sparingly and only in cases
where the book deserves special recognition .

A

Excellence. Books which receive a rati ng of A will add strength to a library
and should find wide acceptance among young readers.

B

Recommended for libraries which need additional books in a specific subject area .
Generally books with a rating of B are dependable if not outstanding.

C

Will have appeal for some readers despite significant shortcomings . Should be
purchased only after careful consideration.

.

NR

.

Not recommended .

SUBSCRIPTIONS
The BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY CHILDREN'S BOOK REVIEW is printed nine times annually,
onceeachmonth from September through May. Subscription rates are $6.00 per year. Please
address all correspondence to :
Brigham Young University Children's Book Review
Department of Elementary Education
243 McKay Building
Brigham Young University
Provo, UT 84602
The views expressed in this publication are personal opinions of the
reviewers and are not to be taken as policy statements or endorsements
by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints or Brigham Young
University .
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Aliki . Vigging Up Vlno~~. Crowell, Thomas Y., New York, 1981.
LC 80-2250. $8.79. 33p.

ISBN 0-690-04098-9.

Using Al i ki's factual overview of how dinosaurs became fossilized, discovered
and displayed in museums i s casual yet satisfying. In the text she highlights historical milestones. explains techniques used to remove dinosaur remains from the
earth, and outlines the procedures for reconstructing a skeleton (which may include
the construction of fiberglass bones to replace missing ones) . In addi tion to the
A printed text. many of the illustrations are accompanied by hand-written comments.
1-4 A woman chiseling the rock a"fay from a skull said, "I can tell from these many flat
teeth that this was a plant eater." When the text mentions that fossils are
covered with a plaster cast before being shipped from the digging site, a handprinted note of four sentences explains how the plaster casts are made .
Like many other f i ne titles in Crowell's Read and Find Out Science Boo~ series.
Aliki's treatment of uncovering and restoring fo;sils is clear enough to appeal
to many in the primary grades and complete enough to involve older readers .--J.J.
Andersen, Hans Christian. The Wild SWan4. (adapted by Amy Ehrlich) Dial Press, 1981.
ISBN 0-8-47-9391-x. LC 81-65843. $10.89. 40p .

*

1+

This elegant illustrated retelling of Andersen's tale of the Wild Swan Brothers
is a high spot in the recent tide of illustrated single fairy tales. It is retold
in beautifully simple language, retaining the bittersweet flavor of Andersen's
best writi ng, making real the carefree quality of childhood and the jarring bitterness of sudden parting. Retaining even the gruesome details of the cemeteries
where the princess must seek her spinning materials. this is no watered-down version
for slightly witless children, but a beautifully personified, touching. exciting
fairy tale with integrity, made graphic by~ large size. meticulously detailed
colored illustrations whose style is a perfect complement to the slightly out-ofkilter world of enchantment where all may not live happily ever after.--J.F.

Arrick, Fran. Ch~! Bradbury Press, 1981.
$8.95. 165p.

A
7+

ISBN 0-87888- 190-5. LC 81-7712.

The holocaust of Nazi Germany must not happen again. We must never forget. And
yet the type of mentality that created such a horror is still with us. Such is
the message to be found in thi.s powerful novel of anti-Semitism, hatred and bigotry.
Bobby Cherno is Jewish and attending Middleboro High School. He has no inkling
of the irrational hatred of prejudice until he meets Emmett Sundback. Bobby's
torment begins with Emmett, and the fear and hurt grows as Bobby's friends are influenced by his persecutor. Bobby is driven to seek revenge and comes to realize
that in spite of all he does . Emmett will never change. His kind do not change.
This is a chilling tale told with great intensity. Fran Arrick deals with an
unpleasant topic in a way that leaves the reader deeply impressed by the gravity
of the events of the story. The characters are memorable and carefully drawn. The
reader will not forget Emmett Sundback for a long while. and Fran Arrick must have
hoped that such would be the effect of this timely novel.-- M.T .

Blume, Judy. The One .in the IUddl.e .U 4 GJteen IC4ng4Jt0o . Bradbury Press, 1981.
0-87888-182-4. LC 80-29664. $7. 95. 40p.

ISBN

The One .in the loU.ddl.e .U 4 GJteen IC4ng4Jt0o was Judy Blume's first published book
(1967). This 1981 edition has new illustrations by~ Aitken .
Middle child, Freddy Dissel, felt he would always be a great big nothing
(foreshadowing Ta!e6 o6 4 Fo~ ~e Nothing) until he tried out for a part in
B
the school play.
The story is pleasant and warm but very plain . This reader kept waiting for a
1-4
flash of Blume humor, but it never developed. It's definitely very early Blume .
Judy Blume herself calls GJteen K4ng4Jt0o a pi cture book. but the print size and
style and format make it appear to be a controlled vocabulary book. It ' s probably
somewhere in the middle .--K.B.

Bridgers, Sue Ellen. Not~ 6oJt AnotheJt Li6e. Alfred A. Knopf, 1981.
LC 81-1673. $8.99. 250p.

ISBN 0-394-94889-0.

When mental illness strikes a fami ly, every family member suffers to some extent.
And so it was with Tom Jackson's fami ly. His parents. Bliss and Bill, loyal and
loving, couldn't help but wonder what could have been done to help prevent Toms'
problems. His wife, Karen, had tried for a while to be supportive but had finally
escaped to a career in a nearby city. His teenage children, Kevin and Wren, had
been devastated by the desertion of both parents and continued to suffer from feelings
of grief and guilt.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1981
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A
6+

Bliss had fallen in love with solid, dependable Bill Jackson in spite of his
family's history of mental problems. As most of the "problems" seemed more like
eccentricities than real mental illness, she had tried not to worry too much. Then
their own talented and popular son Tom started showing unmistakable signs of the
Jackson affliction. Eventually his problem became so severe that he had to be committed to the state hospital. When Karen, Tom ' s pretty, talented and ambitious wife,
decided she couldn't take any more, she simply moved to an apartment in Atlanta,
leaving her two children in the care of their grandparents. And care they did.
Bliss's every waking hour was spent trying to make things better for those she loved.
In her home there was love, laughter and beauty. And music--always there was music,
especially for Wren, who showed great talent . And Bill, good dependable Bill, forgot all about retiring from his pharmacy. Instead, he started working toward putting
two more children through college.
Though secure in their grandparent's love, Kevin and Wren continued to suffer
doubts and anxieties about their own future . Kevin began to wonder if he, too,
suffered from mental illness. And the more he wondered, the more depressed he became, eventually to the point of attempting suicide. Wren vascillated between wanting
to be like Bliss and feeling that she was destined to be like Karen.
Moving and memorable, this story qives insight into the problems faced by those
whose loved ones suffer from mental illness. While their love and support is vital
to the patient, they too, are in great need of understanding and encouragement.--A.M.

Cole, William, selected by. Poem Stew. Lippincott, 1981.
47106. No cost listed. 84p.

A

ISBN 0-397-31964-9. LC 81-

People who enjoy Wh~e the Sidewalk E~. by Silverstein--and that includes 99%
of the elementary age children--will like Poem Stew, a "feast" of food poems selected
by William Cole. Most of the poems are short, sassy, and unappetizingly relishable .
Who doesn't agree that peas porridge nine-days-old, rhinocerous stew, cocoa scum,
and Thanksgiving from the turkey's point of vi ew, could all be a bit intimidating?
Through the teeth
And past the gums,
Look out stomach
Here it comes !
--K.B.

Crane, William B. Oom-pah.
196p.

Atheneum, 1981.

ISBN 0-689-30804-3. LC 80-18484. $9.95.

Darlene--cute, feminine , and a crackerjack tuba player--had to put up with all kinds
of teasing, and general "oafishness" from Fred, the good-looking new tuba player from
Texas. But she didn't have to like it--or him. What she did like was the band, and
she and the other enthusiastic band members were wi lling to overlook almost anything
from someone who was such a capable and needed musician . This look at a year of high
A school life, with an emphasis on band activities, projects, humor, disappointments,
3-8 and triumphs, is chronicled in an easy reading style.
Dedicated high school band members and their leaders will love Oom-pah. A band
master who can inspire such devotion as is depicted in this light-hearted, but solid
story is a rare bird indeed.
The author, a retired band director, seems ei ther to have been such a leader, or
a great dreamer, or both. --A.M.
Dickinson, Peter. The Seventh Raven. Dutton Press, 1981.
$11.50. 192p.

ISBN 0-525-39150-9. LC 81-3213.

The book jacket of The· seventh Raven by Peter Dickinson shows a child peering out
from a raven mask. His cheeks are daubed with red like a clown's makeup and his
mouth is smeared with lipstick. His black eyes and long lashes look through the eye
holes with an intensity that suggests he is frightened or surprised. I read the book
to see if the story fit that cover and it does exactly. The suspense tale is told
by Doll Jacobs, the teenage daughter of a woman who is a concert cellist and one of
the leaders of a group of adults who each year stage a church opera using children
as the performers . The foreign office in London puts pressure on the leaders of the
opera (known as the mafia) to include in the cast the son of the ambassador from
Matteo (a south American country in the process of revolt). He is part Spanish and
part Irish revolutionary with the unlikely name of Juan O'Grady. His special bodyguard
is with him constantly, giving the narrator, Doll Jacobs, some insight into the problems of the terror-torn Matteo.
At the beginning of the story the suspense is provided by the task of getting the
magic of music into young children who have enough energy to be fighting and running
one minute and caught up in an excellent performance the next . Dickinson's knowledge
of writi ng and producing operas himself makes it poss i ble for him to make rehearsals
as exciting as a ~stery story. He does for music what Potok does for the study of
Jewish law.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol2/iss5/1
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Gradually, the troubles in Matteo infiltrate into the opera production and at
the dress rehearsal three revolutionaries burst in and try to kidnap Juan, who is
in his raven costume. He is quickly hidden by the opera leaders but the police
arrive and the trapped revolutionaries take the entire cast hostage.
Inside the church the revolutionaries try to sway the minds of the children and
surprisingly the adult who is the furthest left in her thinking is the one who argues
on the other side.
By the end of the story the ambiguity of revolutions, the problems of power,
and the injustice of causes carried to extremes are all portrayed in the book .
Nobody wins but concessions are made on both sides and the opera is finally performed
at its usual level of excellence.
This is a complex tale told with great skill and the cover picture and text depict
clearly the terror involved in revolution. --L.H.

Garden, Nancy. The Kid6' Code and Cip~ Book. Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 1981 .
0-03-05926704. LC 80-10434. $4.95. 161p.

ISBN

This compilation of how to send and receive secret messages will attract attention
simply because of the subject matter . Happily, it contains more than immediate appeal .
Nancy Garden begins with a coded message and walks the reader through the logic and
clues necessary to understand the message. And the attitude of practi cal participaA tion prevails throughout. Not for the primary grade child (see The Code and Ciphe11.
4-8 Book by Sarnoff and Ruffins for grades 3 and under), Garden's work explains in detail
how codes and ciphers work, presents problems to be solved in each chapter (with
solutions at the end), offers increasingly challenging combinations of secret writing,
introduces the reader to simple code and cipher machines which can be made, and ends
with a bibliography of similar books, a glossary and an index. First rate.--J.J.
Grant, Cynthia D. Summell Home. Atheneum, 1981 .
150p.

A

LC 81-1921. $9.95.

Summell Home is a funny yet bitter-sweet story of the troublesome times of puberty.
It is the story of the three weeks Max and his fmaily spent with their life-long
friends, the Schmaltzmans, at Summer Home on Lake Winnepesaukee .
Max is only a year and a half younger than his sister, Lorraine, who is thirteen.
~x loves his sister, and in previous years ·days by the lake had always been a time of
special friendship between them. But since Lorraine became a teenager, things have
changed. Max is a "fats9" and a "creep" now. It is as if she had suddenly become
"Dracula's daughter." Then there is Baby Boris Schmaltzman, a fifteen-year-old
spoiled brat and bully. Max's life is made miserable by this ever present danger.
On top of it all, Max has an irrational fear of the water, and next year in junior
high he must face swimming classes.
The comfortable joy of Summer Home is clouded by all this unrest. Nevertheless,
in the struggle to find meaning in it all, Max and his family are good for some laughs.
Lorraine experiences summer love, Boris is finally deflated, and Max secretly reads
Cliff Jade Mysteries, purportedly full of "Explosive Action and Smoldering Realism."
Mix's friendShip with Ed Betts, junkman, is his only escape from Boris, Lorraine,
and the water. But eventually, i t all must be faced, and the solutions are heartwarming. Best of all, though, is the gentle understanding that develops between
Max and Lorraine (the message quietly passed through Lorraine's diary which Max
has secretly been reading).
Cynthia Grant has a finely tuned ear for the sounds of the early teen years. She
has, as well, a knowing heart concerning the feel i ngs of those years. Her characters
are vividly drawn and the emotions genuine . Readers will identify with them if they
are young or will remember them well if older. It is a fine story and comes highly
recommended .--M.T.

Hunt, Irene. ~ o6 4 Young
16525-2 . $9 .95. 292p.

NR

ISBN 0-689-30872-8.

Cent~.

Scribner, Charles &Son's, 1980.

ISBN 0-684-

With paper figures and full blown principles, Irene Hunt attempts to fictionalize
the historical struggles of the femal~ sex for equality in the United States i n an
epic novel swooshing through the life of Ellen Archer. Ellen i s 'trembling on the
brink' of womanhood and a new century, 1900, and the book begins. Before it finally
nods to a close, she has escaped a wicked , authoritarian father, conceived an illegitimate child, married her one love and sent him off to report the Boer War (for 17
years!), lost the two relatives who gave her life meaning, and expired from the
effects of ill treatment occasioned by her sufragette activities, all woodenly depicted
in such deathless prose as:
"You can forget all that though when you stand in my arms, can't you?"
"Well I can stay out of your arms Philip--1'11 take myself in hand
if I'm ever tempted."

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1981
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For many months her health and coloring were such that she still
looked beautiful in spite of the restrictions she was forced to
practice but the continued struggle to speak not only with forced
clarity upon a dozen different issues, to defend her stand firmly
and quietly, but to look well-groomed and fresh at every meeting
began to leave marks of a sagging vitality and weariness upon
her face.
Not once in the same two hundred pages of the novel was this reader given the
impression that any of the feelings, characters or surroundings existed or could
exist in the revealing light of real life. In spite of the reluctance I feel, in
the light of Ms. Hunt's previous excellent novels depicting the Civil War, I can
only repeat the words of that immortal midwest governor: 'Your cause is just, but
I can do nothing for you!'--J.F.
Mayhar, Ardath. Soul-Sing~ o6
$9.95. 195p.

A

Ty~4.

ISBN 0-689-30852-3. LC 81-5023.

Tyrnos is a land without armies, police, or judges. It has, instead, the soulsingers; those with special gifts who are chosen as chi l dren and raised i n special
schools designed to cultivate their powers. A soul-singer can weave the magic of
the gods with song. They can heal a soul in pain, and they can project the soul of
man or beast for all to see. No evil ruler can survive the revealing of his soul to
his people. No evil man can face his own soul without change or death.
Yeleeve finishes her training and is sent forth to work among the people. Her
teachers secretly express that Yeleeve may be a special, chosen one. It is not long
until she detects a great spiritual sickness in her land and soon discovers the invasion of an alien entity into Tyrnos and, in fact, all the world of Riahith. She,
but a small singer, is filled with the power of the gods who intervene, and, with
the help of valiant friends, seek to save Riahith from evil.
This novel has all the qualities of good high fantasy. Mayhar weaves an intricate
plot. Her prose is filled with vivid images , and she uses the language well. And
one cannot help but feel the inner strength and beauty of Yeleeve, a character to be
befriended and admired. Mayhar's style and form is not parti cularly easy to read,
and she uses a fairly sophisticated vocabulary . She deals in a straightforward manner
with the violence of the times and does get a bit graphic. The book is quite a complex, beautiful tale of heroism and the triumph of good over evil. It will be enjoyed
especially by fantasy love~ and more mature readers :--M.T.

Pizer, Vernon. Take My Wo~ Fo~ It.
81-43226. $7.95. 124p.

A
5+

Atheneum, 1981.

Dodd, Head, &Co., 1981 .

ISBN 0-396-07986-5.

LC

I loved Take My Wo~ FM I.t . Of course, I like books about words and their interesting etymologies, unusual dictionaries, and playi ng wi th words. It's one I'd like
to send ~ vocabulary students to. It is all eponyms, a source of a word that is
derived from a person ' s name. This book is not the same old usual ones, but more
obscure ones like frisbee, derby, leotard, OK, silhouette, poinsettia, derrick--ones
they don't all know already. Pizer does not just list words and their stories; he
groups them with an interesting narrative. In the chapter "Rank & File, " he treats
eponyms derived from military men, like shrapnel from Henry Shrapnel in the Royal
Artillery in 1779. He was always looking for new ways to use the weapons and developed
one not intended to hit the target but one that burst and became dozen of hurtling,
miniature projectiles, shrapnel. The book provides enjoyable browsing or cover to
cover reading for young readers.--E .W.

Rydberg, Viktor. The ChM.I.:tmaA Tomte.n. Coward, McCann &Geoghegan, Inc., 1981.
0-689-20428-6. LC 81-3225 . $9 .95. Unpaged.

ISBN

Vigg's mother leaves him alone the day before Christmas while she travels to the
distant town to shop. As night falls, the Christmas Tomten arrives in a gift-laden
sleigh drawn by four small horses and asks Vigg to accompany him on his rounds of
giving. Vigg agrees, learning much about people in the area, troll life, and himself
A in the process. His covetousness almost costs the troll princess her life, and he
K-3 returns to his generous mother with new insight and a gentler heart.
With its folktale feel, Rydberg's century-old story is still current and satisfying . Rydberg's winter scenes at night are both stunning and calming. The blend
of story and illustration yields solid fare for reading anytime, but especially at
Christmas.--J.J.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol2/iss5/1
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Scott, Jack Denton. The Boo~ o6 the Pig.
28386. $8.95. 64p.

Putnam, 1981.

ISBN 0-399-20718-x 1 LC 80-

As a person who has never had the slightest interest in pigs, I was surprised
and delighted with this sympathetic, entertaining and well-researched treatment of
bacon on the hoof. I heartily recommend it to pig lovers, whose existence I would
have here-to-fore questioned; to pig haters, whose unkind feelings could surely
be.moderated; and to the vast majority who have neglected to even think of pigs at
all. Shouldn't we all open our hearts to this superior beast which, according to
naturalist W. H. Hudson, "views us as fellow citizens and brothers, and takes it
for granted that we understand his language"?--A.M.
Senn, Steve.

Spaceb~.

Atheneum, 1981. ISBN 0-689-30830-2, LC 80-18326. $9.95.

216p.

For science fiction fans who enjoy a new twist, the feline space traveler in
should prove enticing. The cat is adventurous and experiences discoveries
and situations similar to human astronauts, including a slight romance .
Aimed at early teenage readers, Spaceb~ead should appeal to cat and science
fiction lovers of many ages.--L.T.
Spaceb~ead

Smith, Doris Buchanan. La6~ Wd6 Lloyd. Viking Press, 1981.
80-29468. $8.95. 125p.

ISBN 0-270-41921-4. LC

Lloyd's mom raises him alone. She has worked hard to be the good nother everyone
said she was too young to be. Now Lloyd is getting older and is too well cared for
by his mother. He i s fat, over-indulged at home, a mama's boy, and a hater of
school.
Even though at school Lloyd is an outcast and always picked last to play softball, he harbors a secret. He can hit a softball better than anyone in his class.
But he never lets his classmates know it. In fact, Lloyd bats during practice for
his mother's softball team .
Just as life at school seems absolutely intolerable, Lloyd begins to find some
good things about himself when a boy in his class happens to see how he can really
hit the ball. Lloyd begins a struggle to gain some independence and to have his
mom trust h.im. He begins ~o make friends for the first time and finalJy cares
enough about them to let them in on his s·ecret--he hitS a home run and runs the
bases·!
This ts a wann, sad-happy story that is different from most of the same sort:
Both Lloyd and his mother do a lot of growing and, though afraid along the way, are
happier for it.--M.T.
Strasser, Tod. F4iend& T~ the End.
80-68738. $9. 95. 199p.

Delacorte Press, 1981 ,

ISBN 0-440-02750-0. LC

David Gilbert's life revolved around soccer, buddies, studies and his strongwilled girlfriend, Rena Steuben . He had no desire to broaden his relationships to
include Howie Jamison, a newcomer to Cooper's Neck, who was likeable but peculiar.
David had visited with Howie a few times at the bus stop but had not put forth an
effort to see him elsewhere. He was surpri sed, therefore, when Howie's mother
called to say that Howie was hospitalized with leukemia and had been asking for
his friend, David. David resented the involvement at first, but finally realized
B that if he was Howie's only "friend" in Cooper's Neck, he probably really was needed.
7-11
David's friends at first ridiculed his interest in Howie and were turned off
by what they considered his self-righteousness. However, most of them eventually
showed an interest in Howie, some even a degree of concern.
David's father, buddies and Rena all wanted him to become a professional soccer
player, but he felt a growing desire to be a doctor. Howie eventually dies, and
both David and Rena realize they have been changed by their experience with him.
They conclude: "You can't really get angry about things that happen for no reason.
Sometimes things just happen. The toughest part is learnin~ to accept that."
A bleak picture of death but a perceptive portrayal of rather shallow people.
--A.M.
Swain, Roger B. EaJLthly Plea6t~~te: Tale.6 6Mm a. Biclog.U~'4 Galt.de.n. Scribner's, Charles
&Sons, 1981. ISBN 0-684-16657-7. LC 80-18763. $10.95. 198p.
Not necessarily a young adult book, EaJLthly Plea6f.llt£4 should nonetheless be a
pleasure to any teen into gardening , biology, nature, or ecology. Beginning with the
slow dripping and boiling down of the maple sap from his own woodlot--processes you
can't hurry even with modern methods--Swain finds himself with a lot of thinking time,
so he writes essays. He first recounts the history of maple syrup making, suggesting
that thinner syrup could reduce the energy consumption, but concluding that the syrup
season coming after "the winter's energy· crisis and before tlie spring'·s time crisis,"
makes that ancient art defensible even in our energy-conscious age. From maple
syrup he moves to some of nature's other sweets--parsnips, the names for which in
the seed catalogs rtval the penny candy stores, and wild bees·. And then to "Cows

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1981
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and Cowslips," "Seed Travels," "Tree Bark," "Duckweed," "Zeus and the Ash Tree,"
"The Cultured Cabbage," "Rotten Apples," "Mistletoe," "The Fungus Connection," and
the strange origins and behaviors of some common houseplants. Followed by descriptions of life "In the Night Garden," "The Ripening of a Tomato," and the teeming
"White Life" fn the garden after the snow comes. Even dung is not too lowly a
subject for treatment as he explains nature's way of handling this natural waste
problem.
Permeating this collection of essays is the richness and diversity of the world
of "conmon objects, everyday events, things too ordinary to elicit any special comment." Yet through these essays we "achieve an increased awareness, an increased
appreciation of common events, •.• to discover the exotic in our own backyard."
Swain provides fascinating details and insights, a subtle hliiiOr, a love for the
ordinary, and a flair for making the ordinary seem extraordinary-"Dung Ho!" As
a special treat, preceding each of the twenty-one essays a black and white line engraving by Laszlo Kubinyi beautifully captures the essence of the essay. And any
reader interested in pursuing the subject of any of the essays will find the list
of further readings and the index useful aids.--B.H.

Tannen, Mary. T~ Wiz~ C~en F~.
o6
LC 8D-20955. $8.99. 214p.

B

Alfred A. Knopf, 1981. ISBN 0-394·94744-4.

Fiona McCool, age eleven, and her brother, Bran, age eight, are left in the care
of two servants for the sunner. Their mother, an actress, is off to do a picture.
The children soon discover that lia and Bovmall, the servants in the old McCool
mansion, are not what they appear to be. In fact, Bovmall is an anci ent druid who
has whisked herself, lia, and a boy named Deimne through time from ancient Ireland
to contemporary New York. A strange and very old book belonging to the children's
uncle seems to be the link between past and present. Even as old as it is, the pages
have pictures not only of Deimne but also of Ffona and Bran!
As it turns out, Deimne is to be a king in Ireland, but his life was endangered,
so the druid brought him away to raise in safety. Now the time is right to return.
Fiona and Bran become caught in the spell and find themselves thrown back in time with
Deimne. Unable to return them until a certain sacred day, Bovmall lets the children
travel with Deimne (later named Finn) as he begins the legendary l i fe recorded in
the ancient book.
This is Mary Tannen's first book, and it shows promise. She creates some characters. who provide for fun reading. The plot is not especially fast paced but is
fulfilling. As a work of high fantasy, it is weak, lacking some of the qualities
that characterize fine works of the genre. But it is a book that will be enjoyed by
young readers.--M.T.

Uchida, Yoshiko. A J~
$9.95. 13lp.

o6

V~~.

Atheneum, 1981. ISBN 0-689-50210-9. LC 81-3480.

Rinko Tsujimura, an 11-year-old Japanese-American, lived in California during
the Depression. Since her father's barbershop was .not making enough to meet all the
bills, her mother started a home laundry to earn more money . A local competitor, the
Starr laundry, was incensed by the new Tsuji111Ura bus·ines-s and tried to force its
closure by slashing ttres, stealing laundry and killing a pet dog.
B
Rinko's biggest problem was nQtthe competition but the great prejudice against
4-8 the Japanese. She hated to be called a "Jap" and to be shunned by white classmates.
Yoshiko Uchida has presented a warm, vivid account of the feelings of a young
girl who encounters the brunt of prejudice. She depicts the life of this JapaneseAmerican family so well and in such great detail that the reader is able to understand and appreciate the many problems which can confront mi·norities. The spirit
and detenninati.on shown by the Tsujimuras during difficult times is believable
without being di:dactic .--C.B.
Willard, Barbara, Spell Me 4 Witch.
LC 81-47536, $8.95. 142p.

Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1979, ISBN 0-15-277902-7.

Belladonna Agrimony (the principal of the Academy for Young Witches), her assistant, Betony, and their young charges experience difficulty in maintaining their
B
witchly integrity in the face of mistaken spells, Sevenly Sisterhood inspection and
2-6 general chaos due to Belladonna's rapidly disappearing wickedness.
This fs a slight story with entertaining moments ••• and there are never enough
witch books to go around.--J . F.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol2/iss5/1

8

-9-

Review: Full Issue

PLAYS

Koste, Virginia Glasgow. The
51p.

B

T~

Sawy~.

Anchorage Press, 1971. $2.00 per copy.

In yet another pair of hands, Mark Twain's famous character, Tom Sawyer, is again
brought to the stage, and this time perhaps more succes-sfully than in other attempts .
Koste, with a Chamber Theatresque technique, uses Twain to narrate and bring to life
his own written words and created characters. She makes little attempt to paraphrase
him, preferring rather to translate him from page to stage. Herein lies. the major
strength of her work.
The T~ o6 Tom Sawy~ is a technician's dream. There is ample opportunity to
skip from unwhitewashed fence to eerie graveyard to deserted Mississippi River island,
with Twain orchestrating the changes. Included in this version are all of the more
famous episodes from the book arranged in a logical and congruent sequence.
The major flaw that t perceive in this work is its acute case of anti-climactic
resolve; ft trickles off in a very bland way as Twain looks upon Tom and Huck with
an indulgent eye and eulogizes the drama and wonderment of boyhood. Working around
that sentimental lapse, this would be a very good piece for a mixed cast of adults
and children, or a high school production, for older grade school and junior high
age audiences , --R.O .-

Starr, Marie. Old Silent Movie.

C

o6 Tom

New Plays For Children, 1980.

36p.

Marie Starr's Old Silent Movie is 36 pages of poorly executed slapstick comedy.
Every gesture and facial expression is indicated in the stage directions making it
a wonderful vehicle for unimaginative and dogmatic directors.
The plot, if one can really be said to exist, consists of every cliche connected
with the early moving picture industry (and many that aren't). There are a few
scattered opportunities for some fun business for the performers, but the predictability
of the "storyline" and the abuse of cliches places this script attempt on the downhill
side of mediocre.-~R.O.

Van Horn, Bill . The Headle64 Ho~eman ~Again. Pioneer Drama Service, 1981. $1.25 per
copy, $10.00 per performance. 15p. (Based on The Headless Horseman of Sleepy Hollow
by Washington Irving.) For eleven characters.

C

The characters are shallow. Much of the dialogue is un~atural and unnecessary.
The play lacks depth and purpose, but it does have a different twist from the original
story. Bronco Bones gets what he deserves for his chincane~ and Ichabod Crane gets
Katie Van Bloom.
There are parts for six teenagers (14-18) and the adult parts could easily be
played by young people. Junior high school students could handle this play easily.
It might be possible to surpass mediocrity with this play if the special effects
are done well. The lights, sound, costumes and makeup provide opportunity for some
creativity.--J .C.

Zeder, Susan. Oz o6 Oz~. Adapted from FrankL. Baum. Anchorage Press, 1981. $35.00
for 1st performance., $30.00 for the 2nd, and $25.00 subsequent perfomance. 68p.

B+

Dorothy and her wheelchair bound Uncle Henry are on a boat to Australia when a
powerful storm sweeps them to the Land of Oz peopled with man-size chickens, "wheel ies,"
a head changing woman, gnomes and Ozma .who cannot tell a lie. There is also a
Literal Time Machine that can make time move fast or slow or stop altogether. Dorothy
gains respect and understanding for age and time.
The play is interesting, has playable characters and should work for elementary
audiences. Writing quality and plot follow Barrun book, a readable and playable
script.--H.O.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1981
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